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C
RO

SS-PO
LLIN

ATIO
N

S places living specim
ens of Petunia 

plants from
 the collection at Science Park on public display 

in VO
X-PO

P. Accom
panied by the artw

orks of C
hristian 

H
erren, the flow

ers invite the visitor into the m
ultim

edia 
interactive installations built by studio im

aginalis. 
Inspired by the m

any instances of cross-pollination present 
in botany and artistic discourse, C

RO
SS-PO

LLIN
ATIO

N
S 

facilitates encounters betw
een artists, scientists and plant 

life, inviting them
 to get acquainted w

ith one another and 
engender new

 w
ays of being – together. 

D
espite being know

n to scientists w
orking in the field, the 

collection rem
ains largely unknow

n locally. W
e thus began 

our w
ork w

ith the objective of ‘opening up’ the collection. 
Aim

ing to increase the collection’s notoriety and its acces-
sibility to local audiences, w

e began tracing the lines that 
connect the Petunia collection – as a repository of living 
heritage – to the rich legacy of Am

sterdam
 as a city of flow

-
er com

m
erce and plant science. 

D
raw

ing from
 the expertise of several contributors from

 
the fields of art history, plant m

olecular biology, and art, 
C

RO
SS-PO

LLIN
ATIO

N
S is an exhibition aim

ed at fostering 
free flow

ing, cross-disciplinary contam
inations.

To be rebuilt w
ith the m

aterials of 
your tim

e 2021 – Christian H
erren

The 
installation, 

of 
w

hich 
six 

prints 
are 

show
n 

in 
C

RO
SS-PO

LLIN
ATIO

N
S, recalls the tradition of still-life 

paintings of flow
ers, and draw

s attention to the gaps be-
tw

een reality and representation, art and science, and ul-
tim

ately, to an understanding of the econom
ic significance 

of flow
ers and the socio-political developm

ents (genetical-
ly m

odified organism
s, or G

M
O
s) associated w

ith them
. In 

1962 Andy W
arhol (1928-1987) exhibited his “Flow

ers” for 
the first tim

e: silkscreen prints show
ing bloom

s in bright 
colours that do not exist in nature. Sim

ultaneously, the G
e-

netic Institute of the U
niversity of Am

sterdam
 (U

vA) w
as 

breeding real Petunia flow
ers, generating colours that do 

not exist in the natural environm
ent. The outcom

es of these 
breeding experim

ents are preserved in sm
all w

atercolours 
docum

enting the laboratory flow
ers. A total of 120 of these 

w
atercolours served as the basis for C

hristian H
erren’s in-

stallation ‘To be rebuilt w
ith the m

aterials of your tim
e’. They 

can be seen in Truth Loops.

Vox C
orollae 2023 

– studio im
aginalis 

These ‘listening booths’ invite you to step into the rarefied 
atm

osphere of a travelling greenhouse. G
uided by the voice 

of D
r Q

uattrocchio, visitors are w
elcom

e to sit dow
n and 

breathe in the pungent scent of petunia flow
ers, enclosed 

w
ood and plastic inserts. W

hile hearing about specific pe-
tunia lines, and the m

utations that confer them
 their dis-

tinctive colouring, shape or architecture, visitors are able 
to look at the corresponding plants and observe the w

ays in 
w

hich genetic m
utations im

pact their appearance.

Petunias 2023  
– the Petunia collection

The genetics of the plants present in our exhibition have 
actually been part of the Petunia research group’s collec-
tion since the 1950s and can be traced back, through their 
crossings, along ancestral lines dating back decades. The 
plants in the U

vA’s collection are the result of w
ild petunia 

breeding, w
hich began in the 19th century w

ith colonial 
European efforts to extract, collect, and taxonom

ise w
ild 

petunias from
 their native environm

ent in South Am
eri-

ca. To achieve ever m
ore extravagant colours, petunias 

have been heavily cross-pollinated by hum
ans throughout 

the past tw
o centuries, and continue to rem

ain a staple of 
the ornam

ental flow
er m

arket. If free of pesticides, petunia 
flow

ers are edible and the w
hole plant is used in traditional 

m
edicine for its anti-nociceptive (calm

ing effect on bodily in-
juries) and anti-inflam

m
atory properties.

Truth Loops 2023  
– the Petunia collection 

In Truth Loops, tw
o screens face each other. O

n one side, the 
Petunia collection articulates itself in im

ages used for scien-
tific divulgation and academ

ic publishing. O
n the other, hun-

dreds of w
atercolours loop alongside their high-resolution 

counterparts. These botanical illustrations draw
 our attention 

to an im
portant phenom

ena in the history of science. After 
centuries spent in a spasm

odic search for truth and objective 
reality, beginning w

ith the em
ploym

ent of artists in the fields 
of m

edical and botanical illustrations and their later replace-
m

ent by cam
eras in the m

id 19th century, the 1950s saw
 a re-

turn to old artistic m
edium

s. The cam
era – an instrum

ent that 
alw

ays m
oved in tandem

 w
ith the currents of European im

pe-
rial histories – is finally understood as an unreliable narrator. 
In the Petunia collection, it becom

es clear around this tim
e 

that film
 is hard to store and preserve. M

inim
al changes in 

tem
perature and hum

idity levels can dam
age the film

s and the 
recorded flow

er colours until they becom
e unrecognisable. 

The w
ork of the cam

era is then entrusted again to a hum
an: for 

several years beginning in the 1970s a w
om

an visits the Petu-
nia collection to sketch the colours of flow

ers – vital m
arkers 

of genetic m
akeup and m

utation – in a subjective but enduring 
w

ay. H
er nam

e is not know
n to us. Lost in the archives of the 

collection, the only trace left of her is her w
ork, silently loop-

ing along in hundreds of detailed draw
ings. C

olour painting 
eventually stopped in the 1980s, the quality of photographic 
reproduction, once again, being considered accurate enough 

to realistically represent petunia colours. 

Cross-pollinating the Archives 2023 
– studio im

aginalis 
The idea of m

aking a digital platform
 to house an open-

source archive of the Petunia collection w
as inspired by 

Below
 the Surface, a project that archives the archeologi-

cal finds of Am
sterdam

’s N
orth/

South m
etro line. Below

 the 
Surface represented for studio im

aginalis an im
portant case 

study on the intersection betw
een storytelling, im

agination 
and digital heritage. M

aking delicate heritage collections 
radically accessible represents one of the m

ost interesting 
challenges in our futures. W

orking w
ith Lucas M

artin and 
Aaron H

arding, studio im
aginalis began sketching the be-

ta-version of C
ross-pollinating the Archives. The finished 

platform
 – tow

ards w
hose com

pletion w
e keep w

orking – 
w
ill house an archival database w

ith scientific descriptions 
of all petunia lines in the Petunia collection. Through the 
w

ebsite, visitors, students, U
vA staff and artists w

ill be able 
to contact the Petunia collection’s team

 directly to inquire 
about collaborations and visits. The digital interactive tool 
w

ill be expanded to include the w
hole collection and allow

 
users to share their com

positions on the w
ebsite. Access 

the current version via the Q
R code or our iPad.

P
u
b
l
i
c
 

p
r
o
g
r
a
m
m
e

Cross-pollinations is accom
panied by an extensive public program

m
e, including panel talks, a lecture series, guided tours, bo-

tanical draw
ing w

orkshops and m
ore. The program

m
e further explores the richness of the U

niversity of Am
sterdam

’s scientific 
research on flow

ers and plants, from
 a variety of perspectives – artistic, historical, cultural and scientific. All events are free of 

charge and open to the public. Events w
ith lim

ited places require registration. Reserve your spot via  uva.nl/cross-pollinations.
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17
00

18
00

18
30

Exhibition O
pening.

Artist’s Talk w
ith Christian H

erren and 
M

arta Pagliuca Pelacani (curator).
D

J set by yulia ~ harri and borrel.

A
p

r
i

l
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S
c

ie
n

c
e

 P
a

r
k

12
00/

14
00

G
uided visits to the Petunia collection’s green-

houses – Lim
ited places, registration required.

3
 

V
o

x
-

P
o

p

17 00
The Petunia collection as living heritage. Lectures 
by: Ronald Koes (Prof. D

evelopm
ent Biology, U

vA) 
“The Petunia collection: an introduction” –  
D
r Tam

ara van Kessel (Coordinator M
A H

eritage 
and M

em
ory, U

vA) “Botanical heritage, G
enetics 

and G
lobal culture”.

4
 

H
o

r
t
u

s
/

V
o

x
-
P

o
p

12
00

15
00

G
uided visit to the H

ortus – Lim
ited places, regis-

tration required. (
H
B
)

Botanical draw
ing w

orkshop w
ith H

annah H
aring 

– Lim
ited places, registration required. (

V
P
)

5
 

V
o

x
-

P
o

p

17
00

Scientific research: visibility and accessibility. Lec-
tures by Francesca Q

uattrocchio (Associate Pro-
fessor Faculty of Science, U

vA) “The Achievem
ents 

of Petunia-based research” and H
ans M

ulder (Col-
lection Specialist N

atural H
istory, Allard Pierson) 

“M
aria Sibylla M

erian: the first ecologist?”.

612
00

G
oede G

esprekken X CRO
SS-PO

LLIN
ATIO

N
S, 

Conversation betw
een M

arieke de G
oede (D

ean 
Faculty of H

um
anities, U

vA) and Peter van Tien-
deren (D

ean Faculty of Science, U
vA) on interdis-

ciplinary collaboration betw
een the tw

o faculties. 

Friday 
7 

to 
M

onday 
10 

April: 
closed 

due 
to 

Easter 
Break

1
1
 

A
lla

rd
 P

ie
rso

n
 M

u
se

u
m

 /
V
o
x
-P

o
p

13
00

15
00

G
uided tour of the Allard Pierson’s N

atural H
istory 

collection w
ith H

ans M
ulder. (

A
P
)

Botanical draw
ing w

orkshop w
ith H

annah H
aring 

– Lim
ited places, registration required. (

V
P
)

1
2
 

V
o

x
-

P
o

p

17
00

H
um

an-plant entanglem
ents. Lectures by Charles 

Rouleau (Casino D
isplay Luxem

bourg) “O
n 

plant-hum
an collaborative research” and Pam

ela 
Strazzer (PhD

 candidate, U
vA) “Solving Tom

orrow
’s 

challenges: Petunia research in biology and agricul-
ture”.

1
3
 

V
o

x
-

P
o

p

16
00

17
00

‘Curating the U
niversity’ panel discussion w

ith the 
team

 of Cross-pollinations m
oderated by M

arta 
Pagliuca Pelacani (Curator).

finissage w
ith Tea and Biscuits.

L
o

c
a

t
io

n
s

V
P

Vox-Pop, Binnengasthuis 9, Am
sterdam

S
P

Science Park 904, Am
sterdam

, pick up at reception

A
P

Allard Pierson M
useum

, O
ude Turfm

arkt 127-129, 
Am

sterdam

H
B

H
ortus Botanicus, Plantage M

iddenlaan 2a,  
Am

sterdam

C
o

lo
p

h
o

n
C

u
r

a
t

i
o

n 
M

arta Pagliuca Pelacani – curator 
Richard W

eaver – digital curator  
M

artin van W
ijk – junior curator 

P
r

o
d

u
c

t
i

o
n

Toni Brell – graphic design 
Lucas M

artin – senior softw
are developer 

Aaron H
arding – senior softw

are developer 
Bart G

roeneveld – project m
anager FN

W
I 

G
hanim

a Kow
soleea – project m

anager VO
X-PO

P 
D
r. Francesca Q

uattrocchio – associate professor
C

hristian H
erren – artist  

S
p

o
n

s
o

r
s 

VO
X-PO

P 
D
iversity Science Fund 

FN
W

I

A
 

s
p

e
c

i
a

l
 

t
h

a
n

k
s

 
t

o
Ronald Koes, H

ans M
ulder, M

yriam
 van der H

oek, H
annah 

H
aring, Francesca Q

uattrocchio, Tam
ara van Kessel, C

harles 
Rouleau, Pam

ela Strazzer, Floris M
arsm

an, N
oor Breuning,

Iulia Ionesi, H
arry Reddick, M

arie Ilse Bourlanges 


